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TRANSPORTATION, A13 


HOW ARC PLAN WOULD 
EXPAND METRO BUS SERVICE 


LIVING, D1 


THE SECRET TO AFFORDABLE 
TICKETS TO ‘HAMILTON’ 


SPORTS, C1 
HOW NFC PLAYOFF 
PICTURE STANDS 


Electrical fire shuts down world’s 
busiest airport for most of Sunday. 


STANDSTILL AT HARTSFIELD-JACKSON 


AIRPORT BLACKOUT 


More than 1,100 flights canceled; 
disruptions could last for days. 


Passengers use cellphones to light 
their way through the darkness. 


By Alexis Stevens, Bo Emerson and Ellen Eldridge 
astevens@ajc.com, bemerson@aje.com, 
elleneldridge@ajc.com 


Amassive power outage at the world’s busiest air- 
port brought everything to a screeching halt Sunday 
afternoon, leaving planes and passengers stranded 
for hours. By nightfall, Atlanta’s Hartsfield-Jackson 
International Airport was still dark, forcing airlines 
to cancel more than 1,100 flights and creating a 
logistical nightmare during the already-busy hol- 
iday travel season. 

Late Sunday, both Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed 
and Georgia Power said the cause of the outage 
was a fire that damaged an underground electrical 
facility, along with substations serving the airport 
and the backup system. But what sparked that fire 
remained under investigation. Though no injuries 
were reported, the lack of information during the 
first few hours led to a chaotic scene both inside 
and outside the airport. 

“There was nobody there to tell you what to do,” 
Michael Rances said. 


Blackout continued on A4 


What to expect 


Passengers wait ina dark terminal at Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport on Sunday. A massive power outage at the 
world's busiest airport brought everything to a screeching halt, leaving planes and passengers stranded for hours. More 
than 1,100 flights were canceled during the already-busy holiday travel season. STEVE SCHAEFER PHOTOS / SPECIAL TO THE AIC 


if you plan to 


CONFUSION AND 
FRUSTRATION 

B Airlines said to expect delays 
and cancellations today as they 
work to get their operations back 
to normal. 

E Passengers complained about 
lack of information as to what 
was happening and what they 
should do. 

E Roads around the airport were 
jammed with traffic, but MARTA 
was unaffected by the power 
outage. 


Before heading to the airport this 
morning, be sure you know what's 
really going on. Find updates on 
flights, rail service, traffic and any 
other issues. We'll keep you up to 
date on what disruptions could 
linger — and what you can expect 
once youarrive at the airport. 


Stranded passengers wait for the lights to come back on at Hartsfield-Jackson on 
Sunday. Though no injuries were reported, the lack of information during the first few 
hours led toa chaotic scene both inside and outside the airport. 


fly out today 


Cancellations expected to continue 
as airport pulls itself together. 


By Kelly Yamanouchi 
kyamanouchi@ajc.com 


As holiday travelers and business road warriors 
prepare for trips from the world’s busiest airport 
Monday, Hartsfield-Jackson International will be 
attempting to reboot after a calamitous power out- 
age that shut down operations Sunday. 

"The power outage caused by a fire that damaged 
a Georgia Power underground electrical facility 
caused more than 1,000 flight cancellations Sun- 
day, and even more cancellations and delays are 
expected Monday. 

Airlines advised passengers to check their flight 
status on their airline’s website or app. 

Atlanta-based Delta Air Lines, the dominant 
carrier at Hartsfield-Jackson, canceled about 300 
flights scheduled for Monday. 


Cancellations continued on A4 


CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL 


CDC chief disputes reports of banned words 


Language in next year’s 
budget documents 
reportedly at issue. 


By Ariel Hart 
ahart@ajc.com 

and Tamar Hallerman 
tamarhallerman@aje.com 


A list of words shorter than a 
spelling test has caused a national 
political stir. 

‘There were reports last week 


that analysts at the nation’s top 
public health agency, the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention — which is based in 
Atlanta — were given a list of for- 
bidden words. 

Senior agency budget officials 
reportedly said they were not to 
use the words in preparing the 
next year’s budget documents. 
It emerged that similar prohi- 
bitions existed at other federal 
health offices. 

The words included some that 


advocates argue are core to the 
mission of public health: “vul- 
nerable,” “entitlement,” “diver- 
sity,” “transgender,” “fetus,” 
“evidence-based” and “sci- 
ence-based.” 

According to the Washington 
Post, instead of “evidence-” or 
“science-based,” one suggested 
substitution was “CDC bases its 
recommendations on science in 
consideration with community 
standards and wishes.” 

Jeff Graham, executive director 


METRO, B1 
More police, pay hike 
inDeKalb budget plan 


CEO Mike Thurmond's proposal 


of Georgia Equality, an advocacy 
group for lesbian, gay, transgen- 
der and bisexual people, said, 
“This is incredibly disturbing.” 

Social media is hot with com- 
mentary on the story, Graham 
said, and his group is promising 
to get phone banks rolling today 
calling congressional offices when 
they open. 

“Some folks were thinking they 
could do this without garnering 


CDC chief continued on A10 


calls for 155 more officers and 
to increase the minimum wage 
for county employees. 
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